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"Young" can mean many things. A people may be very old in its
material existence, yet young in civilization. That is the case with
Russia. Or a "young" people, materially, may be the bearers of a
very old civilization, as America is. My comparison still holds so
far as the material bases of the two peoples is concerned, for they
are both the result of a great migratory process carried through in
rich and undeveloped lands peopled by primitive races. The process
resulted for each in a unification into a great nation conscious of
its historical mission. But here the comparison must stop. For the
American settlers brought from their old homes the principles and
habits of political liberty and social order, and what has recently
happened to Russia could therefore never happen to them, Russian
pioneers, on the other hand, began their process when they first
emerged into history. That is why "young" America's torch of
liberty illumines the world while today's "young" Russia hesitates
in a stage equally distant from the modern order and medieval
violence unbridled by law.
But happily this "young Russia" is not all of Russia. Russia as a
whole needs no rehabilitation. This book will show the reader what
Russia has achieved in the long chain of her generations. A few
decades cannot utterly destroy the fruit of these centuries. My book
was not written to prove this, but if proof is needed, it is here.
That is why I am particularly glad that this part of my larger
work on Russian civilization has now found its way to the nation
whose development I witnessed for a third of a century, and which
in studying I came to admire and love. I am extremely obliged to
Mrs. Ughet and to my learned friend, Professor Michael Karpovkh
of Harvard University, for the excellent form they have given the
English translation of my Russian text. I feel that this third book
to appear under my name in America deserves it especially, for it
renders accessible a part of my life-work.
PAUL MILIUKOV
Montpeltier, France
Noel, 1940.